
The rescue (salvage?) of an escape training tank. 
Hans Örnhagen 
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This is a presentation from the celebration of 40 years with  

The Swedish Historical Diving Society on May 25th, 2019. 

 



Map from 1642. 

Original navy base area 

Area given to the navy 1722  

This is where we are now 



 The Lundgren map 1885 

This is where we are now 



 

Photo of the galley boat houses from the south 1916. 

 

Two of these burned down in 1922 leaving space for the 

building of the escape training building in 1934. 



 



This document from 

1932 stresses the 

need for an escape 

training facility in 

Sweden.  

Two years later it 

was put in 

commission. 



The escape training tower at the Naval base 

 on Djurgården in central Stockholm 





And the year after, in 1944, 

this 18 m deep escape 

training tower was built in 

Karlskrona in southern 

Sweden to which all escape 

training was localized. 

In this building, at the navy 

base in Gothenburg, on the 

Swedish west coast, a 6 m 

tank was installed 1943. 



In 1973 Diving 

medicine was an 

important part of 

the Defence 

research activities 

as part of the 

exploration of the 

sea bottom. 



The dive control 1976. 

 

In the early 70-ties the 

labotatory was equipped 

with a small 600 m 

chamber system (Seen in 

the background. For size 

reference se the yellow 

chair) 



A brons sculpture of the navy base  ”Galley warf” on its peak just after WW2. 

Strategic concerns were behind the decomission and move in 1960-70-ties. 

The escape training tank is at the end of the arrow. 



Twenty years after the end of WW the Navy staff 

realized that it was not the best strategy to have a 

naval base in the center of the capital and 

Galärvarvet was closed and the activities, 

including diving research, were moved to 

Hårsfjärden south of Stockholm. 

The escape training 

had already previously 

been moved to 

Karlskrona in southern 

Sweden 



This is the 

document from 

November 1978 

that explains how 

to handle the 

building after the 

navy had moved 

their activities to 

the new building at 

Hårsfjärden.  



The original 

call for interest 

and attention, 

signed by 

many of the 

diving doctors 

and officers 

who had been 

working in the 

building. 



The daily newspaper 

Sydsvenska 

dagbladet on May 

23rd, 1979. 

Unfortunately the 

Stockholm papers did 

not show the same 

interest. 

 
(The reason might have 

been that I, at the time, 

was a teacher at 

University of Lund in 

southern Sweden.) 



May 23, 1979 

The official start of the 

project 

DYKTANKHUSET 

 



The names of those 

present on May 23rd. 

 

Present, but not on 

the list, was Bert 

Westenberg. Bert has 

in addition to Bo 

Cassel been my firm 

support through the 

whole project. 



A photo collection, 

made by Tomas 

Jangvik, who was 

one of the 18 

present the morning 

of may 23rd, 1997 

when the Swedish 

Historical Diving 

Society was started. 

(The photo of the 

photographer is 

from the same year, 

but another 

occation.) 



Bo Cassel my best support during the 

difficult early days. Bo never 

expressed any doubt regarding the 

possibility to create a diving museum. 

Bo Cassel,  

Secretary of SDHF 1979 – 1999.  

Honorary member 1999. 



The important 

document dated 

June 5th, 1979, in 

which the SDHF 

pleas for a one year 

delay of the 

destruction of the 

building. 



The land owner, Kungliga 

Djurgårdens Förvaltning, 

gives in June 20th, 

approval to the ideas, but 

wants garantee that the 

owner of the building, 

Fortifikationsförvaltningen, 

stays at the promise to 

demolish the building in 

case the plans of a 

museum can not be 

realised. 



The owner of the chamber, 

The Defence Material 

Administration gives us in 

September 1979 one year to 

show that it is possible to 

establish a diving museum. 

We all understood this was a 

mission impossible, but we 

accepted the deal. 

 

(Today we know it took twenty 

years.) 



Thanks to our secretary Bo 

Cassel, The Fortress 

administration 

(Fortifikationsförvaltningen) 

kept on paying the land 

lease for many years.  

However, sometimes we 

understood that they were 

waiting for some kind of 

decision and change. 

 

This invoice for land lease 

from 1981 has a personal 

hand written question from 

Bo Åsgård, Bo Cassel´s 

friend at the Fortress 

Administration. 

 

”Brother, how long will this 

continue?” 



The SDHF letter of 

June 8th, 1983 to the 

government regarding 

a diving and salvage 

museum as a part of 

the new Vasa 

museum and the 

saving of the old 

escape training tank 

building.  



Page 1 of the answer 

June 1983 from the 

Maritime museum to 

the Government 

regarding the idea of a 

museum for Diving and 

salvage. 



Support was 

given the 

idea of a 

museum of 

diving and 

salvage, but 

no answer 

regarding the 

future of the 

old escape 

training tank. 

Page two of the answer from the Maritime museum to the government. 



Support for the idea of 

a museum of diving 

and salvage in 

conection to the Vasa 

museum was given by 

many during the 

planning of the new 

Vasa museum. 

 

Here the answer from  

The Swedish Arts 

Council. 



The Ministry of 

Education and 

Research, approved 

in April 1984 the 

ideas of a museum 

on diving and 

salvage as long as 

the basic intentions 

and budget for the 

Vasa museum was 

kept. 



However, this is the second page of the document in 

which it is said that the government would like to return to 

the question regarding the escape training tower at a later 

occation. 



After the descission that 

the dry dock at 

Galärvarvet should be 

used for the Vasa 

museum an architect 

competition was 

announsed 1984, in 

which it was specified 

that the escape training 

tank building (red circle) 

should be saved.  

The photo on next frame 

is taken from the red < 

at the dry dock. 



The old escape training tank building 



An areal view of Galärvarvet after the Navy has moved, but 

before the Vasa museum was built. (The Dyktankhuset in red circle.) 



The same area from north. 



When the plan to 

donate the building to 

the Maritime museums 

in 1988 was launched, 

it was found that the 

the owner of the 

building was not the 

Fortres Administration 

but the owner of the 

land The Royal Court 

Park Administration. 

 

No documents 

regarding permission 

to build and/or 

drawings could be 

found. 



In 1989 an 

estimate of the 

costs of a minimal 

renovation, made 

in1989, landed on 

1.2 milj SEK 

(130 000 €)  

 

We could not find 

a sponsor for this 

and the house was 

left with minimal 

care. 



Bert Westenberg and Claes Lindmark at the the old escape training 

tower 1996, before the exterior was painted. Please note the 

remaining ”military fence” around the building. 



A pleasant view for the enthusiasts and the 

believers.  Spring 1996. 



This book, by Dr Claes 

Lindemark, published by 

the Maritime Museum 

1996, introduced the 

concept of a diving 

museum to the public. 



The building had been used as a storage 

for many years. Please note the ROV 

from 1955 in front of the vertical  

pressure chamber. 



This old STAL compressor 

was unfortunately taken 

away before SDHF got 

control ofthe building. 



20 years of dust and dirt was taken care of 

after the painting of the exterior 



Lots of garbage all over the place 



Coffee pause for the cleaning team 



Activities late at night 



Donated equipment is brought to the building. 



Photos from the opening ceremony 1999. 



Since 1999 we run a joint venture with  

The Maritime Museum of Stockholm 

They pay  

• Lease/rent for land and the house 

• Electric and water bills 

• Security 

We 

• Collect items and maintain the collections 

• Show the house to the public and arrange 

events like the one today 

 



At a rebreather meeting the 

autumn 2003 a large number of 

different old and new rebreathers 

were on display outside the 

Dyktankhus. 



 

Nordic historical diving event 2003 



 

Visit by HDS UK in 2004. 

Here in front of Mårten Trievald´s country estate.  



An old experimental chamber and the 

rescue bell are the only items outside 

today, but there are more to come. 



One of the current 

projects is to 

renovate the rescue 

bell. Measurement 

of oxygen partial 

pressure was one of 

the safety measures 

before entering the 

bell that had been 

closed for several 

years.  



We gave away the old 

steem boiler and 

arranged for a better 

exhibition after we 

received 150 000 SEK 

from the Humans in 

Submarines 

conference at the 

Swedish submarine 

service centennial in 

2004.  



To get the boiler out of the house we 

had to take away the roof 



We opened up a passage 

between the boiler room and the 

Escape tower building 





The new public entrance 



 

International historical diving event in Stockholm 2011. 



The future. 
Addition of a similar new building and a 

connecting glass house. 



The architect’s suggestion 



A possible night view 



Now welcome to coffee and cake 


